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At Tollgate Primary School we run a mastery curriculum. This means that all curriculum areas are a
progressive model where pupils build on previous learning through their knowledge and application of
clear and concise composite goals. Pupils know more and remember more through rehearsal, which leads
to a deep and secure knowledge of the key components.
We at Tollgate Primary School believe 'music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms
of creativity. A high quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and
their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As
pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to
listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon.' (The National Curriculum in England Framework
Document (DfE) 2014)

We as a school community have a commitment to promote equality. Therefore, an equality impact
assessment has been undertaken and we believe this policy is in line with the Equality Act 2010.
We believe it is essential that this policy clearly identifies and outlines the roles and responsibilities of all
those involved in the procedures and arrangements that is connected with this policy.
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following documentation:


Designing and Timetabling the Primary Curriculum a practical guide for Key
Stage 1 and 2
 National curriculum in England: Music programmes of study
 Early years foundation stage (EYFS) statutory framework 2021
 Model Music Curriculum Key stages 1-3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
Aims



To ensure that all pupils perform listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical
periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of great musicians and composers.
To ensure that all pupils learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on
their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology
appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.

-







To ensure that all pupils understand and explore how music is created, produced and
communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics,
tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations;
To promote the teaching of numeracy and literacy within all subjects.
To share good practice within the school.
To work with other schools to share good practice in order to improve this policy.

Foundation Stage
We teach Music in the Nursery and Reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during
the year. As these classes are a part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the
Musical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the ‘Statuary Framework for Early Years
Foundation Stage 2021’ which underpins the curriculum planning for children from birth to five. around
the world. Music runs through all the seven areas of learning and is integral to the overall development of
children.
Key Stage One


use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes




play tuned and untuned instruments musically
listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music
Key Stage Two







play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression
improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music
listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory
use and understand staff and other musical notations
appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from
different traditions and from great composers and musicians
develop an understanding of the history of music
Roles and Responsibility for the Policy

This policy is designed to enable teachers to provide high quality teaching and learning for all children in
Music, enhancing their educational experience of Music. The policy will lay out the guidance for the delivery
and teaching of Music for all staff engaging with the subject.
The Headteacher and the Senior Leadership Team will:




Ensure all school personnel are aware of and comply with this policy;
Work closely with the School Leader for Music and the link governor;
Ensure compliance with the legal requirements of the National Curriculum;
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-










Encourage parents to take an active role in Music curriculum development;
Provide leadership and vision in respect of equality;
Provide guidance, support and training to all staff;
Monitor the effectiveness of this policy by;
Observing teaching and learning
Planning checks
Engage with the pupil voice of the school
Annually report to the Governing Body on the success and development of this policy

The Subject Leader will:





Lead the development of this policy throughout the school;
Work closely with the Headteacher and the nominated governor;
Be accountable for standards in Music;
Monitor standards by;






Auditing whole school resources for Music
Review the Charanga teaching tool
Monitoring teachers planning
Lesson observations
o Observe children's musical development and competence
Engaging with pupil voice
Conduct learning walks













Ensure continuity and progression throughout the school;
Devise a subject improvement plan;
Provide guidance and support to all staff engaging with the teaching of Music;
Provide training for all staff on induction and when the need arises regarding Music;
Attend appropriate and relevant INSET and external CPD;
Keep up to date with new developments;
Undertake an annual audit and stock take of resources;
Purchase new resources when required and in preparation for the new academic year;
Manage the subject budget effectively; - Undertake risk assessments when required; - Review and
monitor.

The Link Governor will:
-

Work closely with the Headteacher and the school Leader for Music;
Ensure this policy and other linked policies are up to date;
Ensure that everyone connected with the school is aware of this policy; related to this policy.

Attend

training

Teachers will:
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-
















Comply with all aspects of this policy;
Work closely with the school Leader for Music to develop this subject area;
Devise lessons in relation to the chosen scheme of work (Charanga);
Develop pupils' spoken language and musical ability;
Plan and deliver good to outstanding lessons;
Deliver lessons which are interactive, engaging, of a good pace and have a practical element;
Have high expectations for all children and will provide work that will extend them;
Record and report on the development, progress and attainment of pupils;
Achieve high standards;
Celebrate the success of pupils in lessons
Implement the school’s equalities policy and schemes;
Report and deal with all incidents of discrimination;
Attend appropriate training sessions on equality;
Report any concerns they have on any aspect of the school community

Pupils will:











Be aware of and comply with this policy;
Be encouraged to work in partnership with the school by making decisions and exercising choice
in relation to their Musical education;
Listen carefully to all instructions given by the teacher;
Ask for further help if they do not understand;
Participate fully and actively in all lessons;
Participate in discussions concerning progress and attainment;
Treat others, their work and musical resources with respect and care;
Support the school Code of Conduct and guidance necessary to ensure the smooth running of the
school;
Engage with pupil voice consultations when necessary;
Take part in questionnaires and surveys

Teaching and Learning Style
At Tollgate Primary School we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to
participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all
children. Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s
ability to sing in tune and with other people. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and
organisation of music. We teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. As children get
older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer and to listen to more extended pieces of
music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can represent
feelings and emotions. We teach them the disciplined skills of recognising pulse and pitch. We often teach
these together. We also teach children how to work with others to make music and how individuals combine
together to make sounds. We also teach them musical notation and how to compose music.
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-

We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable
learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We
achieve this in a variety of ways by:
-

setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks);
grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability group;
providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child;
using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children

We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in order to develop children's knowledge, skills and
understanding. Some aspects of the Music programme of study are delivered through the Topic Curriculum;
whereby our pupils access areas of the Music National Curriculum through themed topics of study. The
school has also adopted a music scheme of work developed by Charanga. The music curriculum is also
delivered through our weekly singing assemblies for key stage one and two and both small group and whole
class instrumental lessons. (Due to current COVID-19 restrictions, unfortunately these assemblies are not
permitted. These will be resumed when the government guidelines change and it is deemed safe to do so).
At Tollgate Primary School we also understand the value of extended learning through educational trips,
visits and experts visiting our school.
Additional music teaching
At Tollgate Primary School, all children in Y3 and Y4 receive whole class instrumental lessons with a specialist
music teacher from Newham Music Trust. Currently, children in Y3 and Y4 receive engaging and practical
instrumental
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lessons on the Ukulele and the Melodica. This enriches the children’s experience of the music curriculum by
receiving excellent music tuition first-hand from professional instrumentalists.
In addition, Tollgate Primary School work in partnership with Newham Music Trust and finance a further 4050 children across key stage 2 to receive additional small group instrumental lessons with specialist
peripatetic tutors. Currently, children across Key Stage 2 are receiving small group lessons on the violin, cello,
flute, clarinet, trumpet, french horn and trombone.
Curriculum Planning and Organisation
Our school uses the National Curriculum programme of study for music as the basis for its curriculum
planning. We have adapted the scheme so that the topics that the children study in music build upon prior
learning. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in
each teaching unit, the planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are
increasingly challenged as they move through the school.
We carry out the curriculum planning in music in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term).
The longterm plan maps the music topics studied in each term during the key stage. The music subject leader
works this out in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group. Sometimes the children study
music topics in conjunction with other subjects, particularly at Key Stage 1. Through this programme of study
we teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum.
The medium-term plans, which we have adopted from the national Curriculum, give details of each unit of
work for each term. The music subject leader is responsible for keeping and reviewing these plans.
The subject leader writes the daily lesson plans, which list the specific learning objectives of each lesson. The
class subject lead is responsible for keeping these individual plans, and the class teacher and music subject
leader often discuss them on an informal basis.
Our music planning is geared to three aspects of progress:




increasing breadth and range of musical experiences;
increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities;
increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music making.
Foundation Stage

We teach music in our reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the
reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the musical aspects of
the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum
planning for children aged three to five. Music contributes to a child’s personal and social development.
Counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures increase a child’s
knowledge and understanding of the world.
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Teachers collaborate on the planning of the subject to ensure parity in provision and to share expertise.
Curriculum planning is managed in three phases namely:
Long Term Planning
-

Details what is to be taught over the year
Provides teaching guidelines and overall objectives for each year group for the whole year in-line with
the scheme of work provided (Charanga)

Medium Term Planning
Organises the subject into termly or half-termly sections using the scheme of work provided
(Charanga)
- Is more detailed and the objectives are more specific in nature
- Is developed by the teachers, who respond to the needs of their pupils
- Ensures a balanced curriculum is covered across each term
Short Term Planning
-

-

Plans lessons in detail with specific class objectives reflecting the needs of all children within the class

Currently, children across the school learn to play the ukulele, flutophone, flute and clarinet through ECaM.
Additional children in Key Stage 2 receive further instrumental lessons financed by Tollgate Primary School
through Newham Music Trust. Class music teaching also provides an opportunity for the children to engage
with a range of tuned and un-tuned instruments.
Singing is taught to all children on a Thursday for 30minutes for both Key Stage 1 and 2(as stated previously,
due to Covid-19 these assemblies are not permitted at this time). The children engage with a range of
different musical material from across the world, exploring both Western and non-western songs, languages
and different cultural styles. All children engage with the singing provision and work towards a concert at
the end of each term. The children perform their songs alongside a professional band, which enriches their
experience of performing in a live setting. Teaching staff should take an active role throughout singing,
encouraging all children to fully participate and enjoy the experience.
Links with Computing
The use of information and communication technology will be used to broaden and develop the way children
engage and consider musical education. We currently use Charanga as a visual online platform for children.
We also use a programme called Amped Studio in some year groups. ‘Amped Studio is a modern web based
music studio and production environment. With instant access to virtual instruments, effects, loops and easy
to use tools to make music right in your browser.’

Inclusion
At our school we teach music to all children, whatever their ability. Music forms part of the school
curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our music teaching
we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable
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learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National
Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected standards. When
progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our
assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching
style, adaption– so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more
effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs. Intervention through SEN
Support and EHC plans will lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with
special educational needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to music. We
enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning music. Where children are
to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a visit to a local park to count insects we
would carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate
for all pupils. As well as this we have a tailored curriculum aimed our SEN children who do not meet pre
key stage standards.

Achieving Mastery
At Tollgate Primary School we run a mastery curriculum. This means that all curriculum areas are designed
as a progressive model where pupils build on previous learning through their knowledge and application
of clear and concise composite goals. Pupils know more and remember more through rehearsal, which
leads to a deep and secure knowledge of the key components. At Tollgate we strive to deliver exceptional
lessons where all children are expected to meet the learning objective and achieve mastery. We recognise
the fact that there are children of widely different artistic abilities in all classes and we provide suitable
pathways for all children to achieve the learning objective. These pathways include:
•
•
•
•

Adaption
Support
Deepening Understanding
Lowest 20% Toolkit

Adaption: is the altering or changing of the task so it is accessible for SEND children. The
adaption of task should take into consideration the learning objective, stage of
learning the child is at and barriers to learning a child may encounter
Support: Support is any resource which may assist a pupil in achieving the learning
objective. This may take the form of assistance from an adult (teacher or teacher or
assistant), a modelled example of what is needed to succeed in the lesson or any other
pictorial or concrete resource that can help the children achieve mastery
Deepening Understanding: Children who have met the objective of the lesson can deepen their
understanding of the component or composite goal by completing a task that encourages a child to apply
or explain the knowledge and skills they have acquired.
Lowest 20% toolkit: These are strategies aimed at the lowest 20% children in your class. They are
strategies to enable children working within the lowest 20% to access and meet the demands of our
mastery curriculum. These strategies include; Live Modelling, Support or scaffold, variated questions,
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setting the ‘Bigger Picture’, key vocabulary, 1:1 support, 1:2 Support and carefully planned independent
learning time.

Special Educational Needs
At Tollgate Primary School we teach music to all children, whatever their ability. Music forms part of the
school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our music
teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting
suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National
Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels.
When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs.
Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching
style, variation– so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more
effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s needs.
Intervention through SEN Support and EHC plans will lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan
(IEP) for children with special educational needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets relating
to music.
We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning music. Where children are
to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a musical festival at another school, we carry
out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.
We want pupils with identified special educational needs to have full access to all subjects of the National
Curriculum with teachers planning lessons that have no barriers to pupils achieving and with appropriate
targets relating to the subject.
Tollgate Primary School have a HCPC Registered Music Therapist on site who takes children from the ASD
provision for 1:1 or small group session on a weekly basis. The Music Therapist tailors their approach to meet
the needs of each individual child and works to build a therapeutic relationship in order to foster interaction
through live improvised music and structured musical activities. Music Therapy may help children with ASD
to improve their skills in important areas such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Social interaction and communication
Self-expression
Emotional support
Cognitive development
Self-esteem

In addition, the Music Therapist works closely with the deputy safeguarding leads, SENCo, family centre staff
and class teachers to identify mainstream children who could benefit from a Music therapy intervention.
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Sessions take place individually and the therapist works to help the child find a safe place through the music
to explore their feelings and to learn strategies for managing their own behaviour. Music Therapy is used to
support their social and emotional development and in turn, their progression in the class.
Assessment for Learning
Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during
lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and comments as necessary. The
music subject leader keeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio, which s/he uses to demonstrate the
expected level of achievement in music for each age group in the school.
Within upper Key Stage 2, children who receive small group lessons from Newham Music Trust have the
opportunity to sit their grade 1 exam through the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music. This is a
huge achievement and if successful, the pupils are awarded a graded examination certification with pass,
merit or distinction.
Teachers will:





Carry out continuous and ongoing teacher assessment;
Carry out medium-term teacher assessment to measure progress against key objectives in the
Music curriculum;
Carry out longer-term teacher assessment to assess musical development against the Music
curriculum and the wider school.
Learning walks
Monitoring & Review of the Subject

Monitoring of standards of children's work and the quality of teaching is the responsibility of the School
Leader for Music supported by the Headteacher and the SLT.
Standards will be monitored by:

 Subject observations
 Learning walks
 Pupil discussions
 Engagement with planning
Contribution of the Subject to other Areas of the Curriculum
Music can be linked to most curriculum subjects.
Resources
The school has a range of resources to support the teaching of Music throughout all year groups. Resources
are upgraded and replenished when the need arises. An annual stock take and audit is undertaken by the
School Leader for Music in the summer term in preparation for the next academic year.
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The school choir/orchestra and musical events
We believe that music enriches peoples’ lives and so we wish to involve as many children as possible in
musical activities. We have a school choir, which all children are encouraged to join. The choir meets on a
weekly basis and, although its primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing together, it also performs
in public on a number of occasions throughout the year, for example at the Christmas carol concert.
Additionally, Tollgate has a Key Stage 2 orchestra. The orchestra rehearses every Friday afternoon and
consists of 40-50 children playing instruments such as the violin, cello, flute, clarinet, trumpet, french horn,
trombone and the drum kit. The orchestra perform a diverse range of pieces throughout the academic year
both within the school and the wider community. It is the opinion of Tollgate Primary School that regularly
rehearsing and performing in the orchestra helps develop the children’s music skills and creates a supportive
environment where the children work together and encourage each other to develop musical and creatively.
As well as this children have the opportunity in Key Stage 1 to investigate Gamelan, a traditional Indonesian
instrument consisting of metallophones and dongs. This culminates in a traditional puppet show which
children perform for the school and wider community.
To mark the end of our Year six’s time at Tollgate, all children in Year Six participate in an end of year
musical. This is facilitated by Brick Lane Studio, an independent studio ran by actors and performers. This
normally has a variety of genres and changes yearly.
Raising Awareness of this Policy
We will raise awareness of this policy via:
-

The school website
The Staff Handbook
School events
Meetings with school personnel
Communications with home such as weekly newsletters and of end of half term newsletters
Reports such annual report to parents and Headteacher reports to the Governing Body - Information
displays in the main school entrance
Training

Tollgate Primary School will provide opportunities for all employees to have access to the information,
instruction, supervision and training required to enable them to discharge their responsibilities.
Equality Impact Assessment
Under the Equality Act 2010 we have a duty not to discriminate against people on the basis of their age,
disability, gender, gender identity, pregnancy or maternity, race, religion or belief and sexual orientation. As
such, we believe that it is in line with the Equality Act 2010 as it is fair, it does not prioritise or disadvantage
any pupil and it helps to promote equality at this school.
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Monitoring the Effectiveness of the Policy
The practical application of this policy will be reviewed annually or when the need arises by the coordinator
and the Headteacher.
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